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The United States Stereotype Towards the Middle East
A stereotype is a generalized belief about a particular group of people. The beliefs arise over the years in relation to the occurrences or the characteristics of that particular group of people. Regarding the Middle East, the United States imposes several generalized beliefs on every individual emanating from that region. However, some of the beliefs may be wrong when pinned on different people. The US has certain stereotypes about the Middle East, which deserve intensive address.
The United States has stereotyped the Arabs as terrorists. This is the major generalized belief about the Arabs, which have prevailed from the 7th century. Due to the ever-expanding war in the Middle East, the US takes precautions in the affected nations. This is displayed even in American movies. The Arabs are depicted as the terrorist ready to detonate bombs. Movies display how the Arabs easily give their lives for money to be used as suicide bombers. After the September 11th attack, the government of the United States intensified inspections especially for the Arabs whenever they accessed the country. This shows the belief that Arabs are terrorists. On the other hand, the Americans have a reason to believe the Middle Easterners are terrorists since they have experienced their wrath before (Jackson, 2016). 
According to Jackson (2016), the United States also believe that all Middle Easterners are Muslims. There is the widespread misconception that all the Arabs are Muslims without consideration of religious diversity. This has been displayed through movies, which relate Arabs with Muslim characters. In reality, most of the Middle Easterners are Muslims; however, they should not be generalized. There are Christians while others practice Judaism.
There is also the belief that all the women from the Middle East are oppressed. The Americans gave branded the men of the Middle East as violent and oppressive. They are known to exercise extreme dictatorship, especially on forced customs on women. For instance, women are forced to wear Hijab all their lives. This is a sign of oppression, which justifies the American stereotype on Arabs. On the contrary, there are successful women such as Sheikha Lubna who is a minister in the government.
The United States also believe that all the Middle Easterners are rich oil moguls especially the Arabs. However much they are, there are job diversifications too. Their people also look for office jobs and not only mining oil. The Americans base their argument on the fact that Saudi Arabia is the leading oil drilling country in the world.
Addressing stereotypes
In order to address the US stereotypes towards the Middle East, the government should promote awareness through mass education on the basics that brand the Middle Easterners in generalized beliefs. Mass education enlightens the people on why they should stop stereotyping individuals and start judging people with their characters. Mass education also attracts public participation, which helps in inculcating the message. 
The government should also enact policies that protect the Middle Easterners from stereotypical treatment. Policies will help protect these people from discrimination. For instance, if a person is mistaken for a terrorist just because they wear Hijab, the offended can report the person to the right government institution for further investigation for the purposes of justice. 
The American government should also embrace cultural diversity at the workplaces. State diversity documentation may help reduce tension at workplace making colleagues to embrace each other regardless of their origin. Without diversity, the stereotypical discrimination will still prevail (Jackson, 2016).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, the Middle East governments and the American's should corroborate on issues regarding generalized beliefs. Through task-force formation to create ties between the two governments, their respective citizens will embrace the essence of not stereotyping the others.
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